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In late September, the Trade Secretariat (Secretaria de Comercio y Fomento Industrial, SECOFI)
announced that final anti-dumping duties had been imposed on imports of three products from
China, which the agency said were being sold in Mexico at less than fair market value. The Chinese
imports affected by the ruling are brass locks, bicycles, and bicycle tires. According to SECOFI, the
countervailing duties imposed against imports of brass locks were set at 181%. Tariffs of 144% were
placed on imports of bicycles, and tariffs of 279% on bicycle tires. The countervailing duties became
effective upon publication in the federal register (Diario Oficial) on Sept. 22.
On a related matter, SECOFI reported that investigations are moving forward on 20 complaints of
unfair trade lodged against several countries. Most of the ongoing investigations involve complaints
filed by the steel and agriculture industries. In fact, according to Alvaro Baillet, director of SECOFI's
unfair trade investigations unit, a ruling is due shortly on complaints by the steel industry against
producers from the US, South Africa, Venezuela, Brazil, and Canada. Baillet told reporters that in
addition to the 20 active cases currently under investigation, the government is monitoring but not
actively investigating imports of another 180 products to determine whether they may be unfairly
displacing domestically produced items on the Mexican market.
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